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NEW BOAT TEST

One of the larger lifting-keel hoats on the market, the innovative and
upgraded Feeling 44 combines'solid engineering with modern production i
techniques. Duncan Kent finds out how it all fits together and tries one for size.

eeling  yachts  have
always srood our from
the crowd somew!
re well made, ve
modem, innov. uiu nl

pnuw ularly

In\mh in lJn. UK in the past,
but with a good range of 32-55
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production of the Feeling range of
aruising yach taken oyerin
1990 by the mantfacturing group;
AllfavraMarine; bullderof Privilege
sailing catanyarans, Transear moto
cats and ‘[resco §

The Feeling
second o Jarge
has Lwcn pgr
She <ol

a pleasant,

She also b

beam, - voluminous

large, but secure 5

of which add up ro a boat that

is equally suited to both! coast
hopping or long tecm cruising,
Thiee interior versions are
ailable; all with two headsia
bin model with a large; en
suite double uhln forward and
ohe aft double; binn model
with the same fof n, but two
aft doubl 4:cabin boat with
the same two doubles aft, but with
one double and one twin cabin
forward. The standard version is
the 3-cabin model, but no extra

charge (or reduction) is made if

youl Just want t
or deep cockpit

arboard,

The hulls are well buils,: bug
thanks to’ balsa coring and precise
vacuuin: infusion lcchniques, are
quite lighty
K [!lll' ‘\’}]Li’i ll 15 HLLd

p heavily all over.
en floots bunelul to
the hull, g with longitudinal
stringets, e her inherent
strenpth and rigidity
bulkheads and furnitice
bonded to the hull and deck for
extra strength. Rigging loads are
- the hull by
ing the cha
hull-bonded fillets using chunky,
stainless steel tie rods.

Whe An-lreeled Boag hias i singl
spade rudder with & hiph sspec
foiled/iceel totheBottom ofywhich
attachied w25 on e bl ta ciea
ilie i xlrnllln nglltln;, moments
The lifting keel version' hias twin
rudders: and uses: Heeling’s: tefed:
and tested, ballasted centeeplace
with two cast-iron stabiliser plates;
one cach side of the swb, to hel

her take the ground. The bulk of

the ballast on the latter is in the
form of an encapsulated

plate bonded ta the hull a

the keel box, the

sole boards, On both models
the propeller shaft exits through

tip

ruddm the llb:lng kccicl’ can’
utlise prop vash = for-fow” speed
manoclivring, so a bow thriister is
highly re l

We salled” Babor
lifting keel model with a fully
battened’ mainsail, overlapping
genoa and a furling gent
a removable rope hi
owned by doctors
Lillywhite and is k
for regular ‘muih

European crui r previous

The Feeling 44 is one of
a range of modern, sleek
cruising yachts from the
French Alllaura boatyard,

m Seamister
r.m'r and ' a Flallberg
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Tost |ﬂn|rlr|g down’ thnmrh the
companionyayshinfel you know
this-boat is poibg o be

She § bright below, thank
good portlights, two opcning
harches and nwo fized lights above,
which also allow plenty of natural

joinery, althouph Il chonse the
tnatt or satn finish’ brighoworl,
A choice of waadst s available
beech, Lhury or maple — ours

h[‘[“h'
Oh Jllh below, your first
Lhmpxu\ ol the :Lillﬂ") mounted
tion at the ﬁ)m of

\yn af the k
s its own padded s
and h
chart plotter/radar/AIS unit on the
le, which is so br
an L..Lsd)' be read ar rJ1L
helm. But just in cas
an 8in repeater on th
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se from above; Under {ull sail in the Solent, the 44 is ag
board genoa sheet tracks allow for

well. This is a great place for the
chart table, which is only possible
thanks to her ample beam.

The lifting keel has to go
somewhere when raised and Alliaura
has done a fine job of giving the
keel box a secondary duty — as a
long, twin-leaf saloon table thac will
genuinely sear eight comformably.
Removing the 1op panel also lets
you check the keel mechanism
through two Perspex panels.

She has rwo slightly curved settees
just over 2.00m long and 0.60m
wide, the port side one of which
cn be wrned into a 1.20m wide
double berth with a pullout double
berth option (+£1,122). There is
some stowage under rthe sertees and
hehind the sear backs in caves, but
she lacks easily accessible lockers
and a beuer job could be done of
the shelf fiddles to allow books to
be stowed end on.

At the after end of the port sertee,
however, is a handy cabinet with a
fiddled work surface and a first class
electrics panel behind a Perspex
door, which protects it from stray
fingers while allowing the lights and
gauges to be viewed.

The galley is linear in all three
models, which mighrt not be to some
people’s taste, but is safe enough o
use ar sea with a bum strap and
crash bar on the cooker. It is well
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appointed with a good cooker/aven,
twa deep sinks, dedicared gash bin,
cool box and a sizeable fridge, not
to mention the very generous food
and crockery lockers above and
pan lockers below. A small opening

rilight offers ventilation and
E;lus under the side decks make
preparing food casier.

All models have two heads —
one forward and one af, to port
opposire the galley. These arc a good
size — the aft one being the larger
with a separate shower area and
seat, hanging arca for wet oilskins
and loads of elbow room. The
forward heads compartment is a
lirtle smaller, bur is still a good size
and with plenty of locker stowage.
Both have opening ports or hatches
for ventilation, but there are no all-
weather vents in the entire boat.

The twin aftercabins are
mirrored and identical sizes, with
generous 2.05m L x 1.36m (6ft
9in x 4ft Gin) berths. If you chose
w do withour the second cabin,
however, the remaining berth stays
the same size. Also, the fuel tank
is positioned under the starboard
berth, which might prove awloward
should you want to wrn it into a
workshap. Hawever, it would sill
make a useful machinery room ora
deep, dual access cockpir locker.

The lavish owner’s suite is

ht sheeting angl

forward and is very roomy, light
and airy with 1.90m (6fc 3in)
headroom and two large hatches.
The 1.98m L x 1.78m W (G 6in x
5t 10in) berth is on the centreline
with access each side and there’s
bags of floor space, a sear and
abundanr clothes stowage. The en
suite, though not as large as the
after heads, is still a good size with
enough head and elbow room for a
comfortable shower.

The rwo water tanks are under
the forward berch and port berthaft.
There are also two waste fanks, one
under the forward berth and one
beneath the pore settee. Headroom
is excellenr, with 1.90m-2.05m
throughour the boar.

Engine access is good, rhe
main  panel being bchind the
companionway steps, but with nvo
large side doors as well, The engine
room is force ventilated and has an
auromaric fire extinguisher.

On deck

The 44% teak wimmed cockpit
is wide, but divided along the
centreline by a large, securely fixed
reak table that forms an excellent
handhold and barrier to prevent
you being thrown across the
cockpit. The sears are deep and
comfortably angled and the helm
seat hinges back to create a step to

plenty of room on the binnacle for a full array of instruments:

the rransom platform, where there
isa dedicated liferaft stowage locker
and a hot/cold water shower.
Her pedestal is solid and supports
a medium size wheel and a strong
binnacle for instrument mounting,
grab handle and cup holder. The
push-butten contrals for the lifting
keel are right by the helm and
the hydroelectric mechanism raises
the keel completely in less than
a minute, She has owo, 2-speed
Harken STA40 halyard winches
on the coachrool and a neat row
of clurches each side for the sail
conrrols. Just behind them is a pair
of chunky, 2-speed STA48 primary
winches, where they can be used
more efficiently in a safe, standing
position. Okay, they're not in reach
of the helm, but they are ideally
positioned for crew to trim while
remaining safe in the cockpir and
sheltered from the elemens, rather
than teerering over the coamings.
Most cruising boats have a reliable
autopilot these days, so few will
stand behind the wheel much on
e anyway, preferring to keep
E:Si'hg under the sprayhood. Tivo
optional (+£2,626) spinnaker/
gennaker winches were mounted
on the coamings where one might
expect to find the primaries.
Stowage is average in two
shallow, but long lockers and the

Top {clockwise from above left): All
shrouds go to a single chainplate;
powering along on a reach; the
luxurious forecabin; plenty of
headroom and elbow spaca In the
aftercablns; the central nav station
works really well and the dining area
Is very roomy; sall controls run aft
from the mast. Far right: Saloon Is
bright and airy with light woodwork
and plenty of portlights and hatches
~the cover of the long, twin leaf

table can be lifted to view the keel
mechanism through Perspex panels.
Upper right: Comprehensive electrics
panel Is protected by see-through
cover. Lower right: Good galley
stowage and a deep fridge.

drained gas locker takes rwo large
Camping Gaz bottles.

Her side decks are wide, which
makes moving around easy and
safe, bur being so low and sleck,
the coachrool handrails are a liule
wo low for convenience. The
coachroof has an effective non-
slip surface and slopes gently away
onto the foredeck, which is well
designed for cruising. 1 like the
clever stemhead bowsprit fiing
that combinesa self-stowing anchor
roller/chute with a short bowsprit
for the asymmetric cruising chute.
Itallows the forestay to be mounred
as far forward as possible, but
without the furling drum snagging
the anchor chain, plus it keeps the

anchor from whacking the stem
of the boar when it is hauled up.
The enly downside is the lack of
a second roller. The chain locker
is deep and a chain only windlass
would be flush below deck level,
but it is still open for cleaning and
unjomming if necessary.

Her roe rails are made from reak
and all six stour cleats lefr open for
casy access.

Rig and sails

As {ard she sports a gy ly
proportioned 19/20ths  fractional
rig and Elvstrom sails, comprising
a fully bartened, three-reef mainsail
and a 130 per cent overlappin
genoa on a Pfufurl furler. PR

Her pre-bent Sparcraft mast
has owin, slightly swept spreaders
and is supporied by continuous
cap, intermediate and aft lower
shrouds, all terminating on two,
massively enginecred, through-
deck chainplates.

The backstay splits several
metres above the cockpit, but has
no quick adjustment mechanism.
A Profurl gas kicker supports the
boom and enables the mainsail ro
be fartened more precisely.

Qualiry Lewmar deck tracks and
travellers are used, the mainsheet
being forward of the sprayhood
and the genoa tracks well inboard
on the side decls o give a nice,
tight headsail sheeting angle.

Under way

Because of her ample beam and
overhanging bowsprit, she seemed
a large boat to handle in the tight
confines of a marina and T was
grateful for the helpful nudge from
her bowthruster as 1 cauriously
backed her out of her impossibly

narrow berth, Theres plenty of

power in the engine and prop,
bur | wasn't convinced brawn over
brain would have heen the right
policy in such cramped confines.
Instead, once she'd builr up a livde
speed the rudders bir rhe water
and gave us reasonable steerage
astern. Going ahead, shes fine
and can be tmed tightly around
her narrow centreplate. If you »
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NEW BOAT

use the bowthruster to the max
you can even spin her around
in her own length and her low
superstructure makes her far less
a victim of windage than many of
her competitors. Cruising speed
under engine is around Gkn at an
economical 2,400rpm.

The day started with a gentle
F3-4 southeasterly breeze and
bright sunshine, although the
forecast was for it to deteriorate
later. We hoisted full sail and were
soon gliding along gracefully. She
feels powerful, but not over heavy
for her size and she parts the waves
with little commotion or spray. She
has a more raked bow than many
performance cruisers today, along
with a well-submersed forefoot,
which gives her a gentle rocking
motion under way. As the waves
reach her almost unnoticeably
flared shoulders they part company
with the hull and fall back toward
the sea, rather than breaking over
the decks. Alan and Shirley say she
is just as seakindly in a FG and I
believe them.

We held her closehauled for a
while as she comfortably make 4.5-
5Skn some 35°ff the apparent 12-
14kn wind. Freed off to 50° she
speeded up to 5.2-5.5kn and was
so well and truly ‘in the groove’
that any human intervention on
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the wheel was superfluous. We
sailed almost the width of the
western Solent hands-free, just
keeping her on course by trimming
the sails.

On a beam reach she slowed just
a tad, to around 4.8kn, but in one
prolonged 17kn gust the log easily
nudged the 6kn mark — even with
a dirty bottom!

The wheel needs no more than
a couple of fingers to keep the boat
on course and her balanced spade
rudders, though small, are bang in
the right place once she’s heeled.

Tacking is very slightly hesitant
in light airs, but this all helps for a
smooth transition from one course
to another, giving the crew time to
handle the headsail sheets without
excessive winching,

Off the wind we unfurled
the asymmertric cruising chute,
which powered her up to a more
impressive 6kn on a beam reach,
5.6kn broad reaching in 12kn true
wind. In these relatively light air
conditions we held onto this sail
up to 70°%ff rthe apparent wind
before the leach started to flap and
we were heeled beyond the comfort
zone. She tracks surprisingly well
for a lifting keeler and a feathering
prop would undoubtedly have
added another quarter knot to our
average speeds.

Specs and Info
LOoA
LOD
LWL
Beam
Draught (fixed keel)

Draught (lifting keel)
Displacement (fixed keel)
Displacement (lifting keel)
Ballast (fixed keel)

Ballast (lifting keel)

Sail Area (std main and genoa)
Fuel

Water

Berths

Engine

RCD category

STIX No.

Angle of Vanishing Stability

1

Designer Mortain & Mavrikos

13.75m 45ft 11in
13.40m 44ft Gin
11.90m 391t Oin
4,26m 14ft Oin
2.20m 7it 3in
0.70m-2.80m  2ft 4in-8ft Gin
8,400kg 18,480lb
9,400kg 20,680Ib
2,400kg 5,280Ib
3,100kg 6,820lb
94m? 1,010ft2
200itr 44gal
500itr 110gal
4-10 o

55hp Volvo shaft drive, fixed 3-blade prop
A-Ocean (8 persons)

Not supplied

112°

Builder Group Alliaura Marine (France) www.alliaura.com

UK main agents Wiliams & Smithells 023 8033 4445 www.leeling-yachts.co.uk
Price* Fixed keel £183,624, lifting keel £196,144, Price includes UK VAT, but not
delivery or commissioning (approx £3,366 inc antifouling).

Standard inventory includes: electric windlass, spring cleats, teak cockpit, H&C
deck shower, cockpit table, fully battened mainsail, lazyjacks and bag, rigid vang,
single-line reefing, fridge, seawater pump, four 95Ah batleries, 230V shore power

outlets, battery charger.

Popular factory options: Sprayhood £1,448, in-mast furling £2,864, asymmetric
spinnaker and gear £4,666, removable inner forestay £1,432, storm jib and sheets
£697, teak decks £8,701, 4th cabin £11,572, 75hp Volvo engine £3,109, bow
thruster £4,859, heating (Hydronic) £6,843, Raymarine instrument pack £8,821.

* Note ~ all prices are converted from euras to sterling at £1 = 1.45, however these may

vary according 1o the exchange rate at time of order.

Verdict

The Fesling 44 is a bright, spacious
and positively luxurious boat in which
to cruise, so | thoroughly understand
Alan and Shirley’s preference for
Babouyjai over their apariment! For
longer term bluewater cruising you'd
need to think hard about stowage

— especially for large items such as
dinghies, outboard etc — but baing so
beamy aft, fitting dinghy davits could
be the answer.

Her performance under sail is
more than competent, although she
isn't the fastest 44-footer around,
She is very well balanced, however,
and really easy to handle under

§
or ;
Very comfortable accommaodation
Well-engineered keel mechanism
Good deck gear arrangements
Well balanced and easily handled
under sall

EEEERT

sall. Under power she takes a litile
practice, but with the thruster you
soon learn to master her somewhat
sluggish reactions.

Although a category A (Ocean)
rated yacht, her stability figures aren't
that of a heavy displacement ocean
cruiser, so you might be a little wary
of buying her for extended offshore
passage making, but generally I'd
be happy to sail her in 95 per cent
of open sea conditions without any
undue concerns.

And, of course, her lifting keel is a
real boon for creek crawling and even
beaching in favourable conditions.

" Against
B Twin rudders result in poor
manoeuvrability under engine
W Light on deck stowage
B Keel box spiits the saloon
B Not the cheapest 44-footer around




